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From the Chairman’s desk  

             
 

 
December 2012 

       
Since I wrote my last column our club has lost a number of prominent members and I suppose 
with an age profile like we have that is not surprising in itself. It is however always a shock and 
blow to us to lose members of the caliber of Mike Milner-Smyth and Kobus van Jaarsveld in 
particular. They were such prominent and active members that always participated and were 
part of whatever was happening. I know I run the risk of criticism for singling them out but from 
my point of view they were very special. 
 
My next point leads on from there and that is to wish everyone a SAFE and happy festive 
season. It is something that we can predict with certainty that this season will again claim over 
one thousand lives on our roads and my sincerest wish is that none of our members are 
affected. The trend does seem to be for fewer of our members to go away at this time of the 
year and that is borne out by the attendance at the December Club Sunday. This year I look 
forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
So in keeping with the rest of this newsletter let brevity be the hallmark of this article and all that 
remains is for me to wish you all a joyous festive season and may the prosperity overwhelm you 
in the New Year. Travel safely if you go away and let us resume our club activities in 2013 with 
renewed energy and enthusiasm. 
 
 
 
Ian Holmes 
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This month’s cover picture 
 
This shows some of the magnificent old cars seen at the Club when the theme was ‘Vintage 
Cars’. Thank you to all who brought out the cars despite the uncertain weather.
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SAVVA Technical Tip 67 – Waterless radiator chemica ls 
 
As you are aware it’s not our policy to promote any particular product but in this case we believe 
this particular product should be brought to the attention of car owners, especially those with 
valuable cars that have engine components that can/ will deteriorate with time. This product 
could also be an inexpensive solution for cars that have continuous corrosion problems. 
Basically it is a liquid coolant that replaces radiator water. 
  
The product is manufactured in the U.S. by a company called Evans who have been 
manufacturing coolants for over 25 years for specialised purposes. The coolant is called Evans 
Non-aqueous Propylene Glycol (NPG).  It has an efficiency that is considerably higher than 
conventional coolants and has a boiling/vaporisation point considerably higher than convention 
water-based coolants. It has a boiling point of 191 degrees c. 
 
To quote an extract from their brochure: 
 
‘Water when heated drives off a significant proportion of dissolved oxygen, but as it cools 
reabsorbs fresh oxygen. This cycle leads to a perpetual cycle of corrosion, which is accentuated 
in classic vehicles with no expansion chamber.  NPG on the other hand is non-toxic, non-
corrosive, and operates with zero pressure.’   
 
It was interesting to note that collector Jay Lenno who owns a massive collection of valuable 
cars uses it exclusively in his collector cars.   
 
For further information about this product go to “Evans Coolant Systems” on the internet. 
 
The product is available from KC Saayman at: 
 info@theclassiccar.co.za 
 www.theclassiccar.co.za 
or call KC on 083 645 1604   
 
 

JD 2013 News Update  
 

 
 
The organisers of the upcoming 2013 Johannesburg-Durban rally for motorcycles made 
between 1913 and 1936 arranged a display of classic motorcycles with a large backdrop giving 
the history of this famous event at the recent AMiD motorcycle Show at the Johannesburg 
Expo.  
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1950 Packard  8 visit to the Club 
From: Eric McQuillian 
 
It was interesting to see a big black 1950 Parkard 8 arrive at the club this last Sunday meeting. 
When last did we see a Packard of any model at the club? These particular cars were typical of 
most post war American cars of that era but unfortunately very few have survived. They were 
made to take the rough unpaved roads of those days but regardless of their excellent quality 
they were literally driven into the ground – much like Valiants of a later era.  
 

 
  
This is a very interesting vehicle. New member Barry Swanepoel, who incidentally is a computer 
geek, found it some years ago lurking in Philip Cronje’s scrapyard in Roodepoort and took on 
the challenge of bringing it back to life. Rather than a cheque book restoration he decided to 
undertake the restoration himself, so, armed with a workshop manual, an engine lifter outer, and 
an assortment of tools he pulled out the massive eight cylinder engine, did what was necessary, 
and replaced it.  When it came to the painting he decided to tackle the task himself.  The result 
isn’t what one would call concours, however, considering it’s his first attempt he’s done a very 
good job. 
 
 
The back axle presented a bit of a problem as the wheel bearings, oil seals as well as the 
differential bearings were tired and in need of replacement so he imported new parts from the 
U.S. and set about rebuilding the whole affair himself. This is a task many an experienced 
hobbiest would think twice about tackling, but Barry in his wisdom, or perhaps lack of wisdom, 
armed with a workshop manual and advice from Packard enthusiasts in America via the 
internet, tackled it himself.  It took him a month or three but he got the job done and the axle is 
now quiet with no hums or other funny noises emanating from it. 
 
 Barry is also the proud owner of a restored Chevrolet Apache bakkie, a semi-restored short 
wheel base Land Rover, a stunning unrestored 1955 Hudson Rambler Station Wagon and a 
very original 1958 VW beetle.  He obviously has an eye for cars that were once “run of the mill” 
but have almost disappeared. 
  
Restorers like Barry have an advantage over many of us oldies - they know how to get the best 
out of the internet. In the early days of restoration one had to find someone who was reasonably 
knowledgeable about a particular vehicle and then “extract” the information you needed from 
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them - not always an easy task. Today things have changed. As an example, Barry had a 
steering problem on the Land Rover so he referred to the internet for help. The answer came 
straight back from an Australian enthusiast and “walla” the problem was solved.  
 
When last did you see a 1950’s Packard, or a 1955 Hudson Station Wagon or even an early 
SWB Land Rover on the road or even at car shows. Unlike “posh” cars that have survived 
simply because they were never really used to any extent - these were the ”working” cars of 
their day and used until they died.  
  
Thank Goodness for people like Barry for preserving these very special cars for future 
generations to admire and enjoy.    
 
 
 

Welcome to new members: 
No new members were reported this month. 
 
 

Happy January birthdays to: 
Justin Barnard, Michael Burnette, Bill Crichton, Umberto de Stefanis, Harry Gardiner, Harry 
Greene, Willem Groothedde, Rodney Hons, Paul Hoogendoorn, Trevor Kilburn, Jack 
Lewthwaite, Richard Loffell, Roy Lyons, Cam Mackie Thomson, Marshall Murton, Brian 
Rowland, Tony Teodorczyk, Charles White and Alan Young. 
 
 

Breakfast Run 
Although only eleven members participated in the breakfast at Thyme on Nicol on Sunday 10 
December, the meals offered were varied and excellent, and the company was, as always, 
stimulating and interesting. So good in fact that the waiters had to almost ‘throw us out’! 
 
It was also an opportunity to get to know members that are not regular attenders at these 
breakfasts, namely the Baker-Dulys, Ethne Woodiwiss and Andy Stead. We hope to see you 
again. 
 
The next breakfast run is scheduled for 13 January 2013 and will be to Toadbury Hall – but 
please check with John Hassell  - jh29@pixie.co.za. 
 
 

Shampoo Warning 
 
I don't know WHY I didn't figure this out sooner! I use shampoo in the shower! 
 
When I wash my hair, the shampoo runs down my whole body..... and printed very clearly on 
the shampoo label is this warning: 
 

"FOR EXTRA BODY AND VOLUME." 
 
No wonder I have been gaining weight! Well! I have gotten rid of that shampoo and I am going 
to start showering with Sunlight dishwashing soap instead. It’s label reads:  
 

"DISSOLVES FAT THAT IS OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO REMOVE."  
Problem solved! 
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The Mayonnaise Jar and Two Beers 
 
 
When things in your life seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a day are not 
enough, remember the mayonnaise jar and the two beers. 
 
A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him. When the 
class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to 
fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was. 
 
The professor then picked up a box of pebbles  and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar 
lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then asked the 
students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was. 
 
The professor next picked up a box of sand  and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled 
up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded with a 
unanimous 'yes.' 
 
The professor then produced two beers  from under the table and poured the entire contents 
into the jar effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The students laughed. 'Now,' 
said the professor as the laughter subsided, 'I want you to recognize that this jar represents 
your life.’ 
 
‘The golf balls are the important things - your family, your children, your health, your friends 
and your favourite passions - and if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life 
would still be full.’ 
 
‘The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and your car.’ 
 
‘The sand is everything else - the small stuff.’ 
 
'If you put the sand into the jar first,' he continued, 'there is no room for the pebbles or the golf 
balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff you will 
never have room for the things that are important to you.’ 
 
‘Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Spend time with your children. 
Spend time with your parents. Visit with grandparents. Visit with your Aunts. Take your spouse 
out to dinner. Play another 18. There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal. 
Take care of the golf balls first - the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just 
sand.’ 
 
One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the beer  represented. The professor 
smiled and said, 'I'm glad you asked. The beer just shows you that no matter how full you r 
life may seem, there's always room for a couple of beers with a friend.’ 
 
 
 
With acknowledgement to 
The Hornblower , VSCC newsletter. 
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Motor History and all that 
From: Brian Lawlor 
 
They say that nothing in the motor industry is entirely new. In fact about 80% to 90% of the 
basic components of a motor car had been invented by 1910. 
 
Take for example the geometry of the steering mechanism. A special form of front axle is 
employed, on which the front wheels move on what is known as the Ackerman system. One 
could of course mount the front axle on a pivot at its centre but this would require a very narrow 
front end to the chassis to enable a satisfactory ‘lock’ to be attained. Such an arrangement 
would adversely affect the stability of the car. So we have a system whereby the front axle is 
mounted permanently at right angles to the frame. The system of mounting the wheels is well 
known.  
 
The steering gear on a motor car is usually ‘irreversible’, which means that the driver can turn 
the wheels but the reverse operation cannot easily be done. 
 
As many cars are driven from the rear wheels it will be seen that the front wheels are continually 
being pushed into obstacles. So arrangements have to be made so that the reaction of these 
inequalities does not tend to pass through the steering gear. 
 
It is standard practice therefore to cant the front wheel slightly so that the point of contact of the 
tyre with the road is in direct line with the axis of the King pin. Thus when the steering wheel is 
operated the road wheels will turn about a point and not travel round in a radial path. The front 
wheels are also given a ‘castoring action’ which makes them tend to follow a straight path 
without wobbling from side to side. This principle is just the same as that employed in a picycle, 
ie the steering pivots are inclined to the vertical when viewed from the side. This angle in the 
case of a car is not very great, usually between 2 and 5 degrees. 
 
It is not generally understood that the front wheels are only parallel when the car is proceeding 
in a straight line. The length of the steering arms have to be such that when the car is turning in 
a circle, the angle of the two front wheels is varied, so that no sliding action takes place. 
 
The diagram explains how the parallelism of the front wheels has to be varied when turning a 
corner in order that the car can run easily on the four wheels by turning radially about a 
common centre. The project lines from the steering wheel centres meet at a common centre on 
a line projected from the back wheel centres. 
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Classic Bentley fitted with 27-litre SPITFIRE engin e goes on sale 
for £500,000 (but even Top Gear stars might wince a t the fuel bills)  

Submitted by Adrian Leighton-Morris 
 

 

 

What a head-turner! Talented engineer Bob Petersen spent three-years creating the incredible 
Bentley Meteor. The Bentley has been fitted with a 27-litre V12 Rolls-Royce Meteor engine 
which was derived from the legendary Merlin engine used in the Spitfire and Lancaster bomber  

It sounds like nothing on the road, is entirely road legal and comes with a price-tag of 'in excess 
of £500,000'. The owner will get a 'once-in-a-lifetime car' which is a 'spectacular example of 
British engineering'. 

As a result, this motoring masterpiece boasts a staggering 850 brake horse power - more than 
any Bentley ever built by the famous Crewe car maker. To fire it up, the driver flicks the twin 
magneto switches, which comes from a Lancaster, and then pushes the ex-Spitfire starter 
button for the 27-litre V12 engine to burst into life. 

With its epic power, it is estimated the 19-foot long machine can accelerate to a top speed of 
160mph - but the fuel-hungry machine only does two to three miles per gallon. However, 
because of its thirsty engine, Bob fitted the Meteor with a 400-litre fuel tank - meaning a trip to 
the pump will set its owner back around £550. 

Bob, who runs Bob Petersen Engineering in Devon, used the chassis from a 1930 Rolls-Royce 
Phantom II to harness the car’s awesome power. He then meticulously designed and built the 
coachwork to give it the unmistakable feel and look of a vintage Bentley. But he also gave the 
car a modern touch, with the Meteor fitted with power steering and powerful disc brakes which 
provide awesome stopping power for the behemoth. The Meteor, which Petersen built for a 
customer, is being offered by classic car experts Coys. 

It was used by Top Gear for a Battle of Britain-themed episode earlier this year, where Jeremy 
Clarkson pitted it against a German car fitted with the engine from a BMW aircraft. 

 This article has been shortened. Ed   
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Letters to the Editor  

I read with interest the story about coolants in the last VVC Newsletter.  Yes, I am still a loyal 
member after 42 years - my first vintage car club! 
 
Cooling is a hot issue in our club.  William Smith is an expert automotive engineer.  Both he and 
Greg worked for Borg Warner. Greg was their US coolant systems expert. Bill Smith has given 
me permission to allow you to publish these articles.  The attached one* is very long and maybe 
offered by email to those who understand these technical issues. 
 
Cheers 
Noel 
*If you would like the technical document by email, request it from me gobeyj@mweb.co.za 

 
On 22/10/2008, at 7:44 AM, William Smith wrote: Greg, Noel, 
The important issues as I see it, are as follows, 

1. City water and most country water contains too much calcium carbonate, which plates out in 
the system and clogs radiators. Some inhibitors claim to be able to handle calcium (hard 
water), be cautious and do not believe them. The Penrite product we have been using in 
Lambdas claimed to handle calcium but it clearly did not. This is made worse in vintage 
systems than boil off or eject coolant there by putting more fresh water into the system, up 
to 30 times more by my calculations. In addition the systems are open to the air so that the 
oxygen is continually replaced in the water which greatly aids the corrosion process 

2. Inhibitors break down much quicker when the fluid boils, therefore the manufacturers 
recommended change period for their coolant gets significantly shortened, down to months I 
am told. So do not let the system or parts of the system boil.  In non-pressurised systems it 
is common for localise boiling to take place - around spark plug housings. 

3. The measured water temp is only the average, boiling areas of the block and head mix with 
colder fluid that passes through the engine virtually unheated. This is particularly applicable 
to vintage cars where the design of the engine is far away from current practice of very 
focused water passages for each cylinder/head combination. 

4. The coef of heat transfer varies between brands and types of coolant/inhibitors. If you take 
water which a very good coolant (and the fluid around which our engines were designed), 
then most modern inhibitors which are just great for modern cars can be up to 50% worse 
than plain water (ie you need a 50% bigger radiator to do the same job as water) unless you 
can pressurise the system to about 28 psi. Anti-freeze is the big negative factor in this heat 
transfer problem. If you use coolants other than Red Line, then find out from the 
manufacturer what their product heat transfer coef is, so that at least you are aware. Penrite 
have not answered my question on their product and show no signs of ever answering.  

5. For aluminium engines the scaling when the inhibitor fails is much more critical than in iron, 
in that the expansion rate of the aluminium rises dramatically with temp and the scale that is 
formed insulates the base alum raising the temp even further.  As the scale loosens it 
blocks the radiator, further raising coolant temps. This was the root cause in the failure of a 
Lancia engine combined with gross block distortion due to temp differences within the block. 
I have seen good evidence that the scale loosens far more readily as the water temp rises, 
so that engine failure caused by a blocked radiator happens rather quickly, in an 
exponential way. 

6. Alum must be earthed whenever it is used in the coolant system, blocks, heads, pump 
housings and radiator cores. The earths need to be cleaned annually even the ones that 
carry starter current as the low voltages that form when the alum is not earthed cannot get 
through a poor earth whereas the 12 volts can, I am told. 

7. Water wetter type of coolants better protect against cracking in iron heads by lowering the 
temp, plus having much smaller boiling areas allowing the cooler water better access to the 
hot spot due to the lower surface tension of the fluid, thus preventing the sudden-erratic 
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washing away of the gas bubble which exposes the hot spot to cold fluid. When a steam 
bubble forms the bubble insulates the base casting as steam is a poor conductor of heat 
which raising the temp of the already hot base metal. 
 

The people at Red Line have been most helpful in working through this issue. Noel reports his 
VSCCA club members are making extensive use of RedLine Water Wetter and de-ionised 
water.  His Derby Bentley shows clear water after each annual change of coolant.   
Need any more info?   
Cheers 
Noel 
Noel & Donna McIntosh 
14 Cecil Street, Gordon, NSW 2072 
02 9498 7428(W)  
0434 848697(Donna Mobile) 
0414 848697(Noel Mobile) 

 
To the Editor 
 
I have been tasked by General Motors South Africa to compile a history of the company’s 
activities in the country since it was formed in 1926. In this regard I am asking if any of your 
members have any stories, memories, anecdotes and/or (especially!) photos regarding the 
company and its products – particularly of the early years – that they would be willing to share 
with me for possible inclusion in the story. If used, due recognition will be given. 
 
To briefly give my credentials, I retired 18 months ago after serving the previous 17 years as 
senior associate editor of CAR magazine and am now a freelance journalist. For GMSA I have 
recently written 100 Years of Chevrolet and a five-part story on the 40th anniversary of the 
company’s light-commercial vehicle association with Isuzu. 
 
I can be contacted on 021 558 4157 or 083 652 1386 or mike4m@telkomsa.net 
Thank you. 
Mike Monk 
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Member News 
 
It is with regret that we advise the passing of two of our members, namely Mike Milner-Smyth 
and Teun Groothedde. We extend our condolences to their families and friends.  
 
 

Thank you 
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Club Sunday’s Story 
 

Ever wondered what the difference between Grannies and Grandads is?  

A five-year-old granddaughter is usually taken to school daily by her grandfather.  
When he had a bad cold his wife drove the grandchild to school instead. 
 
That night she told her parents that the ride to school with granny was very 
different!! 
 
"What made it different?" asked her parents. 
  
In reply she explained … 
 
"Gran and I didn't see a single poepol, blind bastard, rubbish, bliksem or dom 
donner anywhere on the way to school today!' 
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2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Subject to amendment – see Magazine & Notice board for more current information) 

Jan  23 VVC Chairman’s Party (Wednesday evening) 
Jan 27 VVC British Cars & Bikes  
Feb 9/10 SCOCC Southern Cape Old Car Club Show (George) 
Feb 10 CMC Pre JD Run. 
Feb 17/18  British Motorcycle Gathering Knysna 
Feb 26 VVC DJ Bikes on Show 
Mar 6 VVC JD Welcome Functions at VVC 
Mar 7/9 VVC JD Motorcycle Rally 
Mar 9 VVC JD Prize giving function at Kloof Country  Club 
Mar 17 PR Piston Ring Swop Meet 
Mar 25 VMC Century Run 
Mar 31 VVC Vintage Cars & Bikes 
Apr 7  Angela’s Picnic (SAMCA – Johannesburg) 
Apr 28 VVC Red Cars & Bikes 
May 9 VSCC Cars in the Park (Pietermaritzburg) 
May 26 VVC Motorcycle Day with VMC & CMC 
Jun 1 POMC Mampoer Tour (Pretoria) 
Jun 9 JHMT DJ Commemorative Run  
Jun 10/13 EPVCC Milligan Rally 
Jun 30 VVC American Cars & Bikes with Piston Ring 
Jul 6/7 CMC 1000 Bike Show (Johannesburg) 
Jul 28 VVC Your Favourite Car or Bike 
Aug 4 POMC Cars in the Park (Pretoria) 
Aug  25 VVC Annual General Meeting/Post-vintage Cars & 

Bikes 
Aug/
Sep 

31/1 VOWC Wheels on the Vaal (Vereeniging) 

Sep 14  SAVVA AGM 
Sep 15 PR Piston Ring Swop Meet 
Sep 24  National Drive it Day! SAVVA 
Sep 25-29  SAVVA National Rally and Rendezvous (OFSVCC) 
Sep 29 VVC Post-45 Cars & Bikes & Buick Club 
Oct 21 PR Motoring Memories at Piston Ring 
Oct 27  Studebaker Club Show Day, Smuts House 
Oct 27 VVC Sports Cars & Bikes& Rolls & Bentley Clu b & BDC  
Nov 10/11  Fairest Cape Motorcycle Tour CVMC 
Nov 24 VVC Veteran Cars & Bikes 
Dec 29 VVC Christmas meeting  

To be arranged (other ideas will be welcome!): - Concours d’Whatsit; Brian’s Fun Run; Visit to Don Lindsay’s Farm; Social 
evening; Monthly breakfasts (usually 2nd Sunday of month) 
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COMMITTEE  FOR  2012/2013 

 
Ian Holmes ianhol@iafrica.com Chairman 011 793-7304 
Eric McQuillian eric@anatomical.co.za Vice-Chairman 011 888-3790 
Brian Lawlor bjclawlor@cinet.co.za Clubhouse 011 883 2054 
Paul Koski paul@frontiers.co.za Treasurer 011 442 6662 
Noel Fordred daisymiss59@gmail.com Register/member sec 011 465-1084 
Alan Hogg alan.h@mweb.co.za Special events 011 786-1911 
Pierre Rousseau pierrer@akhane.co.za Clubhouse/General 011 728-4172 
 
Ex-officio Portfolio Holders: 
Jean Gobey     gobeyj@mweb.co.za Newsletter 011 794-9478 
Ian Holmes  ianhol@iafrica.com Dating 011 678-2162  
John Hassall jh29@pixie.co.za             Social breakfasts 011 679-2342 
Gwyn Thomas   Library 082 706-8120 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence to the club should also be addressed to info@vintageveteran.co.za.   
 
Please note that the deadline for articles for the next issue is 7 January 2013 , and do keep your 
articles coming in.  Your contributions are appreciated. When submitting photographs please 
ensure that they are in high definition, to do justice to the pictures, particularly in the printed 
version. 
 
 
 

 
 

VINTAGE AND VETERAN CLUB  
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  

2012/2013 
 

Joining Fee:  R125.00 (Including Name Badge) 
Extra name badges R 25.00 

Annual Subscriptions 
Ordinary Members : R480.00 with printed Newsletter 
                                    R360.00 with e-mail Newsletter  

Honorary Life Members : FREE 
Country Members  (outside of Gauteng): R360.00 inclusive of printed Newsletter 

Country Members  (outside of Gauteng): R240.00 if Newsletter is received by e-mail   
 

 Banking Details :  Vintage and Veteran Club, Nedbank,  
Benmore Gardens Branch197305.  Account No. 1973 038 617 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer :  While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of advice, information and 
views given to readers, the Editor, Club Committee and Publishers cannot accept responsibility for any damages or 
inconvenience that may arise 
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